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Introduction 
The Greater Hobart Act 2019 is the result of a collaboration between the four central Hobart councils of 
Clarence, Glenorchy, Hobart and Kingborough, as a means to encourage greater cooperation and 
coordination in the strategic development of the Greater Hobart area. The Act creates a legislative 
framework and governance structure to encourage collaborative decision-making between the 
Tasmanian Government and the four central Hobart councils in regard to the future development of 
Greater Hobart, as a place to live, work and do business. 

For the purposes of the Act, the Greater Hobart area is defined as the aggregation of the Clarence, 
Glenorchy, Hobart and Kingborough local government areas, though the planning focus will be on the 
most populated urban areas of these municipalities. It is acknowledged that residents in surrounding 
local government areas also access employment, cultural and recreational activities within the central 
Hobart area. As this is the case, the Act provides an opt-in mechanism for any council in the southern 
region to be invited to be involved in aspects of planning for the future development of the Greater 
Hobart area.  

Map 1: Greater Hobart Area              Map 2: Settlement Pattern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The majority of information presented in this paper is based on the Greater Hobart area, as defined in 
the Act and illustrated in Map 1 above. It should be noted that this is a different definition of Greater 
Hobart than that used by the Australian Bureau of Statistics under its Greater Capital City Statistical Area 
(GCCSA) classification, which also includes all of, or parts of, the Brighton, Derwent Valley and Sorell 
council areas. 
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Greater Hobart is the administrative hub and most significant population centre in the State. Map 2 
above shows the broad settlement pattern across the area, with the vast majority of population in the 
region being close to the River Derwent and Hobart CBD. The Greater Hobart area is home to 198 735 
persons (June 2019), comprising approximately 37 per cent of the State population.  

The Glenorchy and Hobart council areas are relatively small and have a largely urban profile. Clarence is 
larger in area so has a mix of highly urban and rural zones. The mainland portion of the Kingborough 
council area is similar to Clarence, but Bruny Island is also included within its administrative boundary, 
which is sparsely populated. 

The intention of the Greater Hobart Act is to encourage coordination and collaboration between 
governments to ensure that the growth and development of the Greater Hobart area is managed over 
coming decades. The primary focus of efforts will be on the urban areas of Greater Hobart, as this is 
where the pressures will be the greatest. 
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Population Structure 

Current Population and Trends 
The ABS estimates that the Greater Hobart area comprises 198 735 persons. The 2016 Census 
indicates that the population is 51.5 per cent female and 48.5 per cent male, and comprises over 48 800 
families. Clarence has the highest median age at 43 years, while Glenorchy and Hobart have the lowest 
at 39 years. 

Table 1: Greater Hobart Area Population Breakdown 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census data and Regional Population Growth 2018-19 (Cat No. 3218.0) 

The geographical areas of the four councils are different and as such they have displayed varying 
population growth rates over recent years based on settlement patterns and land availability.  

It should be noted that over recent years the rate of population growth has been accelerating to the point 
that the growth in Greater Hobart (GCCSA) in 2018-19 was an additional 3 400 persons or 1.48 per cent. 
This percentage growth was higher than the Greater Capital City growth rates in Western Australia, 
South Australia and the Northern Territory. 

However, the growth rate remains low when compared to the remaining capital city areas, especially 
Greater Melbourne that gained an additional 113 000 persons in 2018-19 to grow by 2.3 per cent in the 
year.  

Chart 1: Greater Capital City (GCCSA) Growth Rates 2018-19 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Regional Population Growth 2018-19 (Cat No. 3218. 0) 

Population Breakdown
Population (persons) 57 807 47 969 54 649 38 310 198 735
Share of population 29% 24% 27% 19% 100%

     Male 48.5% 48.4% 48.7% 48.3% 48.5%
     Female 51.5% 51.6% 51.3% 51.7% 51.5%

Median age (years)  43  39  39  42

Number of Families 14 987 11 862 11 996 9 980 48 825

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart
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When viewed as the aggregate of the four central Hobart councils, (see Chart 2 below) the Greater 
Hobart area has grown by an average of 1.28 per cent each year over the past five year period, with 
Kingborough experiencing the strongest growth with an average of 1.50 per cent each year and 
Glenorchy having the lowest average annual growth of 0.90 per cent during the period. 

Chart 2: Average annual population growth rate (2014 to 2019) 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Regional Population Growth 2018-19 (Cat No. 3218.0) 

The composition of the population in the Greater Hobart area has changed over recent years, with 
growth in all major age ranges as shown in Chart 3 below. 

Chart 3: Change in Greater Hobart Area Demographics (2009 and 2019) 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Regional Population by Age and Sex 2019 (Cat No. 3235.0) 

However, growth has been especially concentrated in the 50 to 79 year age ranges. This trend is also 
evident at the State level and is attributable to the broader Tasmanian trend of losing younger people to 
the mainland and gaining older people. These movements impact the ageing of the Tasmanian 
population, due to the loss of a proportion of the younger reproductive population that would generally 
help to maintain a higher birth rate in the State. These trends tend to fluctuate over time in line with the 
economic performance of the State, and recent years have seen a period of much stronger retention of 
younger Tasmanians, but the ageing of the Tasmanian population continues. 
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These demographic changes result in a gradual reduction in the prime working age population (15 to 64 
years) as a proportion of the total population at both a Greater Hobart area level and in the State as a 
whole. This means that pressure will be felt by the private and public sectors in the State to maintain 
workforce levels. From a Tasmanian Government perspective this results in a proportionally smaller 
number of tax payers in the State, and, most significantly, greater pressure placed on the provision of 
health services to cater for an ageing population that is increasing in size. 

To help combat these trends the Tasmanian Government has a population strategy in place and has a 
target of increasing the population in the State to 650 000 persons by 2050. It will be important to ensure 
that any actions taken to increase population levels look to retain younger Tasmanians and attract 
younger people from mainland jurisdictions or overseas to maintain an appropriate balance of supply 
and demand of labour in the Tasmanian economy. As the Greater Hobart area is the primary population 
centre in the State and the focus of much of the State economy, population flows are likely to change 
further over coming decades. 

Chart 4: Number of Persons by Age Range (2019) 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Regional Population by Age and Sex 2019 (Cat No. 3235.0) 

Chart 4 shows the spread of the population in the Greater Hobart area across specified age ranges and 
each central Hobart council area. As the largest of the four central Hobart councils by population, 
Clarence has the highest population in five of the six broad age ranges. Hobart has the highest 
population of individuals aged 15 to 29 years largely due to the number of students within the council 
area that are attracted by the higher education opportunities offered within the council boundaries. 
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Chart 5: Proportion of Persons by Age Range (2019) 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Regional Population by Age and Sex 2019 (Cat No. 3235.0) 

Chart 5 shows the proportion of population within each age range for the central Hobart councils and 
paints a similar picture with the 'student bulge' remaining very clear for Hobart in the 15 to 29 year age 
range. However, by viewing the data as proportions the relatively older populations of Clarence (median 
age of 43 years) and Kingborough (median age of 42 years) become more prominent, against the 
relatively younger populations of Glenorchy and Hobart (median age of 39 years). 

Map 3 below provides a snapshot of the dispersion of the population across the wider Hobart region 
indicating the concentration of population along the Derwent River largely in the four central Hobart 
council areas.  
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Map 3: Population Dispersion in Greater Hobart 

 Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census data at SA1 level extracted from LISTmap 

Future Population Growth 
The population projections released by the Department of Treasury and Finance in April 2019 provide 
the most contemporary estimates of future population levels for local government areas to 2042. The 
projections take into account recent population trends as well as long term trends that are evident over 
the economic cycle. 

These recent population projections were produced by a new projection model that required population 
trends to be identified at the council level, which were then aggregated to produce State level 
projections. As is standard for producing population projections, considerations in relation to the potential 
for future land release or the impacts of economic decisions by either the public or private sectors were 
ignored in the projection methodology. This is to ensure that projections only take account of recent 
population trends unpolluted by policy related factors. 

As this is the case, the population projections are potentially best viewed at a Greater Hobart area level, 
as population growth over recent years may have been influenced by the availability of suitable 
greenfield sites for development, and settlement patterns would therefore favour areas where previous 
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development decisions have been approved. Future settlement patterns within the Greater Hobart area 
will depend on future decisions on land use zoning and infrastructure investment by governments. 

Chart 6: Greater Hobart Area, Population Projections  

Source: Department of Treasury and Finance, 2019 Population Projections 

The population projections released three projections series with high, medium and low growth 
scenarios. The medium series projections are intended to be used for the majority of planning and policy 
purposes. 

The medium series projections for the Greater Hobart area indicate that the population is expected to be 
around 229 000 persons by 2042, which equates to an average annual growth rate of 0.76 per cent over 
five years of projections to 2023.  

The projections indicate that based on recent trends the population of the Greater Hobart area will 
increase by around 16 000 persons by June 2027 and by around 36 000 persons by June 2042. Chart 7 
below provides a breakdown by age range of the spread of these increases. This additional population 
will need appropriate employment and housing to be available in the region in order to achieve the 
projections.  

Strategic planning and development decisions taken at the Greater Hobart region level will ultimately 
determine where the housing capacity will be located to absorb various proportions of these population 
increases. 

Chart 7: Population Increase in Greater Hobart Area, 2027 and 2042 

Source: Department of Treasury and Finance, 2019 Population Projections 
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Chart 7 indicates that significant increases in older age brackets are still expected to occur over coming 
years especially out to June 2042 in the 65 years and over cohort.  

At a State level, natural increases (the number of births less the number of deaths) are expected to 
reduce over coming years with a largely static birth rate but increasing momentum in the number of 
deaths. The projections indicate that natural decline is expected around 2030 when the number of 
deaths will outnumber births in the State. At a council level, Clarence and Kingborough are expected to 
also reach natural decline around 2030 while Glenorchy and Hobart are expected to maintain positive 
natural increase over the projection period to 2042. 

Chart 8 below indicates that at a Greater Hobart area level, natural increase is expected to remain 
relatively stable at around 400 greater births than deaths each year until around 2030 when the number 
of deaths begins to increase and thus reduce natural population increase in the region. 

Chart 8: Natural Increase in Greater Hobart Area, 2017 to 2042 

Source: Department of Treasury and Finance, 2019 Population Projections 

With a decline in natural increase, the Greater Hobart area will tend to lean more heavily on migration 
from either interstate or overseas to maintain population growth and ensure adequate skills are available 
in the labour market over the long term. 
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Housing 
The location and dwelling type of new housing constructed in the Greater Hobart area will be critical in 
furthering the strategic development, and liveability, of the city over coming years. There are several 
aspects to housing that influence the character of the city at present and will influence the development 
of greater diversity and renewal of housing stock over coming decades. 

Dwelling Structure  
The overwhelming dwelling type in the Greater Hobart area is a detached separate dwelling with 
84 per cent of all dwellings being separate houses. Flats and apartments make up 9 per cent of all 
dwellings and semi-detached terraces or townhouses make up 7 per cent of all dwellings in the Greater 
Hobart area. 

Table 2: Breakdown of Dwellings by Type in Greater Hobart Area 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census data  

There is also a relatively high degree of variation between the four central Hobart councils, with the more 
rural, greenfield councils of Clarence and Kingborough having a much higher proportion of separate 
dwellings with both recording 93 per cent of dwellings in this category.  

The more urban councils of Glenorchy and Hobart display a greater diversity of housing types using the 
three broad categories collected within the census data. A full 20 per cent of Hobart dwellings are 
classified as flats or apartments and Glenorchy records 12 per cent of its dwellings in this category, well 
above the 2 per cent that both Clarence and Kingborough have in this dwelling type. 

There is clear scope for a greater degree of housing diversity in the Greater Hobart area, and this has 
the potential to increase housing and population density in identified corridors. The challenge will be to 
implement planning strategies that can accommodate housing requirements in various locations and in 
various price brackets to maintain affordability and access to services in the region.  

Household Composition  
At a Greater Hobart area level, 66 per cent of households comprise families living together, and 
30 per cent are single person households. Group households, where unrelated individuals share a 
dwelling, comprise just 4 per cent of households in the Greater Hobart area.  

Kingborough has the highest proportion of family households at 74 per cent, while Hobart has the lowest 
proportion at 60 per cent. 

In contrast, Kingborough has the lowest proportion of single person households at 24 per cent, and 
Glenorchy at 34 per cent has the highest. Due in part to its high student population, Hobart has the 
highest proportion of group households at 8 per cent. 

Dwelling Structure
       Separate House 19 640 93% 15 043 81% 13 639 69% 12 336 93% 60 658 84%
       Semi-detached, terrace, townhouse, etc  901 4% 1 172 6% 2 139 11%  619 5% 4 831 7%
       Flat/Apartment  380 2% 2 180 12% 3 914 20%  268 2% 6 742 9%
       Other  86 0%  73 0%  92 0%  59 0%  310 0%

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart
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Table 3: Household Composition in Greater Hobart Area 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census data 

The high number of single person households, and the high proportion of separate dwellings in the 
Greater Hobart area points to a relatively large number of detached dwellings being inhabited by single 
persons. The fact that there is a quite sizeable proportion of separate dwellings being inhabited by single 
person households raises questions about the efficiency of Greater Hobart's housing stock at 
accommodating its population.  

Since the previous census, single person households were the fastest growing segment of the 
population. There may be some correlation between the rise in single person households and the 
increasing proportion of the population in older age categories. There is likely to be a reasonable 
proportion of this cohort that would appreciate a greater selection of smaller and more flexible dwelling 
types to allow easier downsizing of accommodations and thus increase the recycling of larger dwelling 
stock to family households. 

Dwelling Size 
Broadly, the average number of bedrooms per dwelling across the Greater Hobart area is around three 
bedrooms, with Clarence and Kingborough producing an average of around 3.1 bedrooms per dwelling 
and Glenorchy and Hobart recording 2.8 bedrooms per dwelling.  

Obvious trends appear across council areas with more urban councils recording greater proportions of 
smaller dwellings with 2 bedroom or less like Glenorchy (31 per cent) and Hobart (39 per cent) against 
much lower proportions for Clarence (20 per cent) and Kingborough (23 per cent). 

Similarly, the preference for larger properties over recent years means that the councils that have had 
the most development over recent decades, show higher proportions of dwellings with three or more 
bedrooms, with 78 per cent of dwellings in Clarence being three or more bedrooms and 76 per cent in 
Kingborough. Glenorchy and Hobart displayed lower proportions of larger dwellings with 66 per cent and 
60 per cent respectively.  

Table 4: Dwelling Size in Greater Hobart Area 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census data 

The primary driver for the differences in dwelling size between councils is greater densification of 
population and dwellings in Hobart and Glenorchy thus prompting greater diversification in housing type 
and size within the more urbanised environments.  

Household composition
       Family household 14 791 70% 11 617 63% 11 877 60% 9 835 74% 48 120 66%
       Single person household 5 764 27% 6 230 34% 6 413 32% 3 169 24% 21 576 30%
       Group household  501 2%  659 4% 1 588 8%  307 2% 3 055 4%

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart

Number of Bedrooms
       4 or more 5 287 25% 2 885 16% 4 734 24% 3 856 29% 16 762 23%
       3 11 222 53% 9 375 51% 7 105 36% 6 288 47% 33 990 47%
       2 3 477 17% 4 664 25% 5 542 28% 2 470 19% 16 153 22%
       1 or less  663 3% 1 110 6% 2 094 11%  470 4% 4 337 6%
       not stated  419 2%  470 3%  392 2%  227 2% 1 508 2%

Avg no. bedrooms per dwelling 3.1 2.8 2.8 3.1
Avg no. people per household 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.5

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart
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Dwelling Ownership 
There are distinct patterns that divide the more urban councils of Glenorchy and Hobart from Clarence 
and Kingborough where there has been the greatest increase in dwelling numbers in the Greater Hobart 
area. 

There are greater proportions of dwellings being rented within the council areas of Glenorchy 
(34 per cent) and Hobart (35 per cent) when compared to Clarence (23 per cent) and Kingborough 
(21 per cent). And similarly, there is a greater proportion of outright home ownership or owner ship with a 
mortgage in Clarence (74 per cent) and Kingborough (76 per cent) when compared to Glenorchy 
(62 per cent) and Hobart (61 per cent). 

Table 5: Dwelling Ownership in Greater Hobart Area 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census data 

These trends also point towards the fact that areas with higher proportions of rental properties are more 
likely to be urban and closer to potential employment centres.   

Land and Planning 
There is significant variation in the actual area in hectares of the four Greater Hobart area councils. 
Hobart is the most condensed council area with about 78 km2 and an average of 689 persons/km2 which 
includes a significant proportion of land zoned environmental management or recreation due to a 
proportion of the Mt Wellington Reserve falling within its council boundaries. Glenorchy also comprises a 
significant area of bushland due to the mountain backdrop on the western side of the river but has a total 
area of 121 km2 and 393 persons/km2. 

Table 6: Breakdown of Area and Planning Zones in Greater Hobart Area 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Regional Statistics by LGA 2016; Department of State Growth 

Clarence and Kingborough have significant areas of rural and agricultural zoned land, and also relatively 
smaller, but still significant, proportions of environmental management and recreationally zoned land 
when compared to Glenorchy and Hobart. 

Tenure
       Owned outright 7 668 36% 5 415 29% 6 587 33% 5 060 38% 24 730 34%
       Owned with a mortgage 7 934 38% 6 161 33% 5 633 28% 5 084 38% 24 812 34%
       Rented 4 756 23% 6 274 34% 6 976 35% 2 787 21% 20 793 29%
       Other/Not stated  704 3%  658 4%  676 3%  384 3% 2 422 3%

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart

Land & Planning
Land area (square km)  378  121  78  720 1 297
Dispersal of population (persons/square km) 151 393 689 52 151

Planning Zone Proportions by Area
       Residential 6% 15% 24% 2% 6%
       Environmental & Rural Living 26% 3% 19% 30% 26%
       Commercial/Health/Education 3% 7% 5% 1% 2%
       Agricultural/Rural 37% 12% 0% 33% 31%
       Utilities 2% 2% 4% 1% 2%
       Env Mgmt/Recreation 26% 60% 48% 33% 34%

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart
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More rural and agriculturally focussed councils, are usually characterised by large land areas and low 
population density and this is reflected in Clarence with a total area of 378 km2 and 151 persons/km2 and 
Kingborough with 720 km2 and 52 persons/km2.  

At the Greater Hobart area level only 6 per cent of the total land area has a residential zoning. The 
populations residing within the broad zones listed in Table 6 above are not currently available, but the 
population density of these zones would obviously be much higher than the environmental and rural 
living densities. Kingborough has the highest proportion of environmental and rural living land with 
30 per cent of its land area zoned in this manner. Clarence comes in close behind with 26 per cent of its 
area zoned as environmental or rural living.  

The concentration of industrial and manufacturing land uses in Glenorchy comes across in the 
commercial proportions with 7 per cent of its area, compared to only 1 per cent of the land area in 
Kingborough being used for commercial, health or education purposes. 
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Economy 

Unemployment 
The contributions to the labour force in the Greater Hobart area vary depending on the population size 
and structure of each of the council areas. The total labour force of the Greater Hobart area in June 2020 
was 104 800 persons and Hobart and Clarence are the largest contributors due to the size of their 
respective populations. 

Chart 9: Number of Unemployed & Labour Force (Persons) in the Greater Hobart Area  

Source: Department of Employment, Skills, Small and Family Business, Small Area Labour Markets, June quarter 2020, year average 

The year average unemployment rate within the Greater Hobart area in the June quarter 2020 was 
5.7 per cent. Kingborough and Hobart had the lowest unemployment rates in the period with 3.7 per cent 
and 4.0 per cent respectively, followed by Clarence (5.4 per cent) and Glenorchy (9.8 per cent). 

 Chart 10: Unemployment Rate in the Greater Hobart Area  

Source: Department of Employment, Skills, Small and Family Business, Small Area Labour Markets, March quarter 2019 

Across the Greater Hobart area the largest occupation comprising 25 per cent of the workforce are 
classified in the 2016 Census as professionals, which includes health, legal, education, engineering, 
business and finance sector professionals among others.  

Clerical and administrative workers comprise 15 per cent of Greater Hobart area occupations, followed 
by technicians and trades workers (13 per cent), community and personal service workers (13 per cent) 
and managers (12 per cent). 
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Table 7: Occupations of Employed Persons aged 15 Years and Over in the Greater Hobart Area 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016 Census data 

Hobart had the highest proportion of professionals (37 per cent) and managers (14 per cent), which were 
above the Greater Hobart averages, while Glenorchy had the lowest proportions in both these 
occupational categories with 13 per cent and 8 per cent respectively. However, Glenorchy was above 
the Greater Hobart average proportions in all remaining occupational categories. 

Key Industries 
The latest ABS Census data provides a snapshot of the diversity of industries across the four central 
Hobart councils, and the contribution they play within the local economy. 

Table 8 provides data on the Gross Value Added to the Tasmanian economy by industry, and Table 9 
provides a count of businesses within each industry. In both tables the top three industries in each 
council and the Greater Hobart area have been highlighted to aid recognition and analysis. It should be 
noted that this data is based on third party analysis of ABS data that does not ordinarily provide data to 
this lower geographical level, and there is potential for some volatility in data for industries in council 
areas if tracked between years. With this in mind, it is best to look at movements at an aggregated 
Greater Hobart area level.  

The healthcare and social assistance (17 per cent), public administration and safety (11 per cent), and 
financial and insurance services (10 per cent) industries provide the largest contributions to the Greater 
Hobart area economy.  

Professionals 5 292 22% 2 572 13% 8 917 37% 4 244 26% 21 025 25%
Clerical and Administrative Workers 3 997 16% 3 055 16% 3 057 13% 2 397 15% 12 506 15%
Technicians and Trades Workers 3 394 14% 2 964 15% 2 165 9% 2 172 13% 10 695 13%
Community and Personal Service Workers 3 091 13% 2 733 14% 2 883 12% 1 896 12% 10 603 13%
Managers 2 947 12% 1 560 8% 3 268 14% 2 125 13% 9 900 12%
Sales Workers 2 459 10% 2 189 11% 1 856 8% 1 452 9% 7 956 9%
Labourers 2 051 8% 2 430 13% 1 331 6% 1 278 8% 7 090 8%
Machinery Operators and Drivers  941 4% 1 362 7%  410 2%  508 3% 3 221 4%

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart
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Table 8: Gross Value Added by Industry in the Greater Hobart Area, 2018-19 

Source: National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)  

Table 9: Counts of Businesses by Industry in the Greater Hobart Area 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits, June 2019 (Cat No 8165.0) 

Despite concerns regarding the quality of the gross value added (GVA) data at the council level, certain 
trends can be clearly seen within the data.  

• Healthcare and social assistance consistently provides the greatest contribution to GVA in all 
council areas with the greatest concentration in the Hobart council area (over 65 per cent). This 
includes all forms of medical and other allied health services as well as aged care and child care 
services; 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing $ 139m 7% $ 39m 2% $ 137m 2% $ 74m 8% $ 388m 3%

Mining $ 11m 1% $ 22m 1% $ 6m 0% $ 53m 6% $ 92m 1%

Manufacturing $ 98m 5% $ 338m 16% $ 84m 1% $ 106m 11% $ 626m 5%

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services $ 141m 8% $ 82m 4% $ 403m 6% $ 12m 1% $ 639m 5%

Construction $ 164m 9% $ 182m 9% $ 298m 4% $ 113m 12% $ 757m 6%

Wholesale Trade $ 50m 3% $ 173m 8% $ 148m 2% $ 39m 4% $ 409m 3%

Retail Trade $ 167m 9% $ 146m 7% $ 278m 4% $ 81m 9% $ 672m 6%

Accommodation and Food Services $ 45m 2% $ 46m 2% $ 236m 3% $ 30m 3% $ 357m 3%

Transport, Postal and Warehousing $ 183m 10% $ 169m 8% $ 84m 1% $ 24m 3% $ 460m 4%

Information Media and Telecommunications $ 28m 1% $ 78m 4% $ 604m 9% $ 14m 2% $ 724m 6%

Financial and Insurance Services $ 75m 4% $ 69m 3% $ 897m 13% $ 33m 3% $1 074m 9%

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services $ 53m 3% $ 27m 1% $ 158m 2% $ 20m 2% $ 258m 2%
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Services

$ 60m 3% $ 38m 2% $ 444m 6% $ 56m 6% $ 598m 5%

Administrative and Support Services $ 48m 3% $ 56m 3% $ 130m 2% $ 13m 1% $ 247m 2%

Public Administration and Safety $ 153m 8% $ 96m 5% $ 810m 12% $ 34m 4% $1 093m 9%

Education and Training $ 154m 8% $ 113m 5% $ 668m 10% $ 92m 10% $1 027m 9%

Health Care and Social Assistance $ 233m 12% $ 290m 14% $1 279m 18% $ 121m 13% $1 923m 16%

Arts and Recreation Services $ 25m 1% $ 52m 3% $ 120m 2% $ 7m 1% $ 203m 2%

Other Services $ 40m 2% $ 53m 3% $ 132m 2% $ 23m 2% $ 248m 2%

Total Industries $1 866m 100% $2 066m 100% $6 918m 100% $ 944m 100% $11 794m 100%

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing  190 6%  36 1%  166 3%  181 7%  573 4%
Mining  12 0%  3 0%  16 0%  9 0%  40 0%
Manufacturing  143 4%  188 7%  198 3%  143 6%  672 4%
Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste 
Services

 14 0%  3 0%  10 0%  16 1%  43 0%
Construction  839 25%  468 18%  542 8%  547 21% 2 396 16%
Wholesale Trade  98 3%  98 4%  145 2%  62 2%  403 3%
Retail Trade  193 6%  181 7%  469 7%  146 6%  989 7%
Accommodation and Food Services  138 4%  138 5%  530 8%  120 5%  926 6%
Transport, Postal and Warehousing  238 7%  442 17%  367 6%  140 5% 1 187 8%
Information Media and 
Telecommunications

 24 1%  15 1%  60 1%  22 1%  121 1%
Financial and Insurance Services  259 8%  100 4%  646 10%  188 7% 1 193 8%
Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services  299 9%  199 8%  815 12%  215 8% 1 528 10%
Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Services

 354 10%  171 7% 1 065 16%  323 13% 1 913 13%
Administrative and Support Services  141 4%  134 5%  250 4%  85 3%  610 4%
Public Administration and Safety  5 0%  17 1%  24 0%  6 0%  52 0%
Education and Training  39 1%  26 1%  107 2%  31 1%  203 1%
Health Care and Social Assistance  216 6%  119 5%  826 13%  163 6% 1 324 9%
Arts and Recreation Services  64 2%  34 1%  107 2%  38 1%  243 2%
Other Services  128 4%  176 7%  206 3%  103 4%  613 4%
Currently Unknown  9 0%  8 0%  17 0%  10 0%  44 0%
Total 3 395 100% 2 554 100% 6 578 100% 2 555 100% 15 082 100%

Clarence Glenorchy Hobart Kingborough Greater Hobart
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• Public administration and safety is also critical to the Greater Hobart area economy and this 
includes the administration activities of all three levels of government, as well as fire, police and 
defence services. Almost 75 per cent of this activity is located in the Hobart council area; 

• Financial and insurance services are the third highest contributor to Greater Hobart area GVA with 
over 80 per cent of this activity being located in the Hobart council area;  

• Education and training is also an important industry making up 9 per cent of the total GVA in the 
Greater Hobart area;  

• Construction is an important contributor to GVA in individual council areas and the sector also 
displays a strong business count in the Greater Hobart area likely due to the nature of the industry 
with high levels of self-employment and sub-contractor arrangements being prevalent; 

• Manufacturing in the Greater Hobart area is dominated by activity in the Glenorchy council area 
(almost 55 per cent); and 

• Retail trade as a contributor to GVA is in the top five industries in the Greater Hobart area. 

As well as providing a snapshot of the important industries within the Greater Hobart area, it is important 
to also have some line of sight on recent growth in contributions to local economic activity.  

Charts 11 and 12 that follow, show the dollar and percentage growth in the Gross Value Added of the 
various industries in the Greater Hobart area (aggregation of the four central Hobart councils) over the 
five year period from 2012-13 to 2017-18. 

Over this five year period, the data indicates that all but three industries experienced positive growth and 
the largest increases in contribution to Greater Hobart area GVA were: 

• healthcare and social assistance with an additional $330 million (+21 per cent); 

• financial and insurance services with an additional $227 million (+27 per cent); 

• information media and telecommunications increased by $115 million (+19 per cent); 

• education and training saw growth of $111 million (+12 per cent); and 

• construction grew by $111 million (+17 per cent). 

Chart 11: Growth ($m) in GVA for the Greater Hobart Area from 2013-14 to 2018-19 

Source: National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR) 

Another notable contributor to economic growth in the Greater Hobart area was professional, scientific 
and technical services with an additional $99 million or 20 per cent higher over the period. 
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Chart 12: Growth (%) in GVA for the Greater Hobart Area from 2013-14 to 2018-19 

Source: National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)  

Tourism Sector 

The tourism sector cannot be clearly identified within the economic data, as the sector includes activity 
from within multiple industries including accommodation and food services, arts and recreation services 
and retail trade. In addition, it should be noted that tourism data includes individuals visiting the State 
and staying with relatives as well as business trips for individuals using short-stay accommodation 
options.  

Data available from Tourism Tasmania shows that in the year to March 2020 there were 1.31 million 
visitors to Tasmania in total, which is 1 per cent less than the previous year. The Greater Hobart area 
would see a large proportion of these visits translate into increased food and accommodation demand. 
The data available from Tourism Tasmania does not disaggregate to be able to provide information on 
the Greater Hobart area, but the wider southern Tasmania region also saw a 1 per cent decrease in 
visitation in the year to March 2020 compared to the previous year.  

The demand for short stay accommodation options over recent years has spurred increased investment 
in new hotel accommodation within the Hobart CBD, as well as refurbishment activity in already 
established facilities.  

This sector also includes visits by cruise ships which have increased over recent years. There are 
several ports capable of hosting cruise ships and generally a Hobart stop is planned for all cruises to the 
State. The arrival of the cruise ships brings an additional economic contribution that in total provided 
about $34.5 million in direct expenditure in Tasmania by passengers and crew in 2017-18. On average 
each passenger into Hobart spends $172 on items such as food, retail, tours, entertainment and 
transport. 

The tourism sector has been hit significantly due to travel restrictions connected with the COVID-19 
outbreak. It is expected that activity will rebound once travel restrictions ease. 
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Education Sector 

There has also been significant growth in the education sector over recent years, with a concerted push 
from the further education sector to increase the intake of international students to study in the State. 
Information relating to international student numbers are collected and made available by the Australian 
Government.  

Table 10: International Student Enrolments and Commencements in Tasmania  

Source: Australian Government Department of Education, Skills and Employment  

Data is collected on enrolments and commencements, with enrolments being higher than the number of 
students as a student can study in more than one course in a calendar year, while commencements are 
new enrolments and a subset of total enrolments.  

In the twelve months to December 2019 there were 15 538 enrolments and 8 742commencements of 
international students to Tasmanian educational courses, which was 72 per cent and 63 per cent higher 
respectively than two years previous.  

Over this period, the most significant growth has been evident in the Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) sector, but there has also been strong growth in the higher education and schools sectors. Over 
the same period there has been some weakening in the English Language Intensive Courses for 
International Students (ELICOS) and non-award sectors, but these falls have been eclipsed by the 
increases in the growth sectors. 

Data indicates that of the total international students enrolling and commencing educational courses in 
Tasmania almost 90 per cent will study in Greater Hobart (GCCSA), of which the vast majority will be 
within the Greater Hobart area as defined by the Greater Hobart Act. This means that the vast majority of 
the growth in this sector of the Tasmanian economy will occur within the Greater Hobart area.  

Current growth in student numbers experienced by the University of Tasmania has seen it investing 
heavily in recent years in its infrastructure and accommodation options within the city. UTAS continues to 
be committed to its strategy of relocating into the city from its Sandy Bay campus over coming years, 
and additional growth in the student population will require additional investment over coming years. 
UTAS has stated that a relocation of activities into the city would cost around $600 million, while 
upgrading its current campus would have cost $570 million. UTAS states that the relocation will make its 
facilities more accessible, through its more central location and more conducive to public transport. 
UTAS will work with Hobart City Council to agree on a master plan that reflects the needs of staff and 
students and supports the cultural and economic development of the city. 

Impacts have been evident on international student numbers while travel restrictions were applied due to 
the COVID-19 outbreak. International student numbers may recover when travel restrictions ease. 

  

Sector 2017 2019 2017 2019
Higher Education 5 178 6 660 +1 482 +29% 2 335 2 588 + 253 +11%
VET 2 069 7 460 +5 391 +261% 1 680 5 060 +3 380 +201%
Schools  359  393 + 34 +9%  201  223 + 22 +11%
ELICOS 1 132  792 - 340 -30%  887  664 - 223 -25%
Non-award  283  233 - 50 -18%  268  207 - 61 -23%
Grand Total 9 021 15 538 +6 517 +72% 5 371 8 742 +3 371 +63%

Enrolments (Dec YTD)
Change Change

Commencements (Dec YTD)
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